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National Strategy/Action plan 

• The National Hepatitis Strategy/Action plan is in its preparatory phase - in the procedure 
for being adopted (already written in 2019)

• It is based on a National Consensus Conference held for the third time in February 2013 
and Resolution on fight against viral hepatitis adopted by Croatian Parliament in 2009.

- conferences, round tables, press conferences with stakeholders, meetings of the working
group
The control and prevention of hepatitis in Croatia is integrated and implemented within 

the control and prevention measures for all infectious diseases that is under surveillance in 
Croatia which is regulated by Act on the Protection of Population from Infectious Diseases, 
Health Care Act, Health Care Measures Program and linked to other related strategies (the
same situation is with STI)

• No national strategy or plan exclusively or primarily on the prevention and control of viral 
hepatitis.



National viral hepatitis action plan

• Raising awareness of general and key populations
• To educate health care workers and other experts
• Improving epidemiological data 
• Strengthening priority measures for prevention strategies, diagnosis 

and treatment (e.g. vaccination, increase early diagnosis, linking to care and 
treatment, harm reduction programs, safer injecting and safer sex, achieving lower 
costs of drugs...)

• In line with WHO Global Hepatitis Strategy

Main objective: to reduce morbidity and mortality from 
viral hepatitis and liver disease 



CROATIA: National action plan

GOALS:

 Long-term goal 1. Awareness raising in general population and key populations

 Long-term goal 2. Monitor health sector response

 Long-term goal 3. Reduce new infections for 90%

 Long-term goal 4. Sustain the epidemiologic control of hepatitis A

 Long-term goal 5. Reduce the mortality for 65%



CROATIA: ACTION PLAN
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CROATIA
BEST PRACTICES – SOME EXAMPLES

 Community based testing, integrated approach (HIV, HCV, STI, 
sexual health promotion)

 Mobile infoHep centre

 Needle and syringe programmes

 Screening and treatment in prisons

 Opioid substitution therapy (model of implementation)
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http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/compendium-of-good-
practices-in-the-health-sector-response-to-hiv-in-the-who-european-region

http://www.euro.who.int/en/publications/abstracts/compendium-of-good-practices-in-the-health-sector-response-to-hiv-in-the-who-european-region


NGO HUHIV - CheckPoint Zagreb
Testing and prevention in the community

• HUHIV: Croatian Association for HIV and Viral Hepatitis 
(CAHIV)

• Integration education, counseling and testing with 
information about HIV, STDs and sexual and reproductive 
health (risks, protection, examination, testing, treatment, 
vaccination...)

• Education health care workers
• Training of collaborators, volonters
• Partnership eith relevant institutions

• Collaboration:
• UIDH „Dr. F. Mihaljević”
• CIPH
• City Office for Health of the City of Zagreb
• MoH
• Other institutions/ organisations and NGOs

• In line with: 
• Draft of the National 

Strategy for the 
Prevention and Control of 
Viral Hepatitis

• National HIV / AIDS 
prevention program



HRVATSKI ZAVOD ZA JAVNO ZDRAVSTVO9

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/333494/9789289055161-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/333494/9789289055161-eng.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y


Partnership and synergy in response 
to viral hepatitis in Croatia

• CheckPoint Center Zagreb – a testing and education 
center that operates in the community 

• Digital and online educational platform hepatitis.hr 
and mobile application Everything about hepatitis @ 
GooglePlay & AppStore

• Psychosocial support for people affected by viral 
hepatitis 

• Education for healthcare professionals 
• National public health campaigns

• Collaboration:
• UIDH „Dr. F. Mihaljević”
• CIPH
• City Office for Health of the City of Zagreb
• MoH
• Other institutions/ organisations and NGOs

• In line with: 
• Draft of the National 

Strategy for the 
Prevention and Control of 
Viral Hepatitis

• National HIV / AIDS 
prevention program



Model: Synergy of social community, local 
community and institutional health system

Approach:
Complementary upgrade of the 
healthcare system



Mobile InfoHep Centre – mobile clinic



National coordination, local implementation and scale-up of 
needle and syringe programmes in Croatia
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6 overarching principles for HBV, HCV and HIV testing 
programmes

• Testing should be accessible, voluntary, confidential and 
contingent on informed consent.

• Appropriate information should be available before and after 
testing.

• Linkage to care is a critical part of an effective testing 
programme.

• Testing in healthcare settings should be normalised.
• Those carrying out HIV, HBV and/or HCV testing should receive 

appropriate training and education.
• An effective national testing strategy, including a monitoring 

and evaluation framework, is critical in
• responding to HBV, HCV and HIV infection.

ECDC Guidelines the best examples of an integrated 
approach

testing for hepatitis B (HBV), hepatitis C (HCV) and HIV

https://huhiv.hr/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/HIV-hepatitis-B-and-C-testing-public-health-guidance.pdf

https://huhiv.hr/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/HIV-hepatitis-B-and-C-testing-public-health-guidance.pdf


Closing the gaps in HIV coverage through the 
first noninstitutional centre for testing on HIV 
and HCV in Croatia

• Collaboration:
• UIDH „Dr. F. Mihaljević”
• CIPH
• City Office for Health of the City of Zagreb
• MoH
• Other institutions/ organisations and NGOs

• In line with: 
• Draft of the National 

Strategy for the 
Prevention and Control of 
Viral Hepatitis

• National HIV / AIDS 
prevention program



Introduction of screening and treatment in prisons 
(EU funded Project started in 2021)

• Deinstitutionalization of services for 
people with addiction problems -
Development of a network of social 
services– UP.02.2.2.06.0373

• Financed by European Social Fund 
(Expanding the network of social 
services in the community – PHASE
1)

• NGO project in collaboration with 
CIPH, Ministry of justice, hospitals in 
Zagreb

• All prisoners insured by CHIF



CROATIA: SCREENING IN PRISONS



CROATIA
FUTURE CHALLENGES

 Activation of Action Plan

 Education of primary care physicians and psychiatrits

 Screening in risk populations and linkage to care 

 Screening and treatment in prisons

 Monitor impact! (M&E)
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